
And The Men Who Made It: The Epic Saga of
the Men Who Built the Panama Canal
In the annals of engineering marvels, the Panama Canal stands as a
testament to the indomitable spirit of humankind. Its construction was an
epic undertaking, fraught with unimaginable challenges and setbacks, and
yet it was ultimately completed, forever altering the course of world history.

"And The Men Who Made It" is a gripping historical account of the Panama
Canal's construction, told through the lens of the extraordinary men who
dedicated their lives to its realization. From the audacious vision of
Ferdinand de Lesseps to the tireless efforts of George Washington
Goethals, this book paints a vivid portrait of the human endeavor that made
this engineering marvel a reality.

The Panama Canal was not built overnight; it was the culmination of
centuries of dreams and decades of tireless work. The book introduces us
to the key players who shaped its destiny, men of vision and determination
who refused to be deterred by seemingly insurmountable obstacles.
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Ferdinand de Lesseps: A French visionary, de Lesseps had already
overseen the successful construction of the Suez Canal when he set his
sights on Panama. With unwavering optimism, he believed that the isthmus
could be tamed and a waterway carved through its rugged terrain.

George Washington Goethals: An American military engineer, Goethals
inherited the project after the French effort failed. His pragmatic approach
and unwavering resolve breathed new life into the beleaguered
undertaking.

John Frank Stevens: An American railroad engineer, Stevens played a
pivotal role in the early stages of the canal's construction. His innovative
methods and engineering prowess laid the foundation for the project's
eventual success.

Building the Panama Canal was a herculean task, requiring the excavation
of millions of cubic yards of earth and rock, the construction of massive
locks and dams, and the creation of an artificial lake. The book immerses
us in the challenges faced by the engineers, from the relentless rains and
tropical diseases to the logistical nightmares of supplying a massive
workforce.

The French attempt to build the canal had ended in disaster, with tens of
thousands of workers dying from disease and accidents. Goethals and
Stevens learned from the mistakes of their predecessors, implementing
rigorous sanitation measures and improving working conditions.
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The Panama Canal is a testament to the ingenuity of its engineers. The
book highlights the innovative solutions they devised to overcome the
formidable challenges they faced.

The Gatun Dam: This massive dam created Gatun Lake, a reservoir that
raised the water level in the canal zone, reducing the amount of excavation
required.

The Pedro Miguel Locks: These enormous locks, located at the Pacific
entrance to the canal, lift ships up to the elevation of Gatun Lake.

The Culebra Cut: This 9-mile stretch of the canal was carved through the
continental divide, requiring the removal of millions of cubic yards of rock.

The construction of the Panama Canal came at a great human cost.
Thousands of workers died from disease, accidents, and exhaustion. The
book does not shy away from this dark chapter in the project's history,
honoring the sacrifices made by those who gave their lives for this
engineering marvel.

The Panama Canal officially opened in 1914, transforming global trade and
travel forever. The book explores the profound impact the canal has had on
world history, from facilitating the rise of the United States as a global
power to its role in shaping the course of international conflicts.

"And The Men Who Made It" is a gripping and inspiring account of the
human endeavor behind the Panama Canal. It is a story of vision,
perseverance, and the indomitable spirit that drives humankind to achieve
the seemingly impossible. Through its vivid storytelling and meticulous



research, this book pays homage to the extraordinary men who left an
indelible mark on our world.
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