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* COLLEEN
McCULLOUGH

Journey back to the tumultuous era of the Roman Republic, an age defined
by ambition, intrigue, and the relentless pursuit of power. In Fortune's
Favorites: Masters of Rome, acclaimed author Colleen McCullough weaves
a captivating tapestry of historical fiction that chronicles the rise and fall of
four extraordinary families.

The Cast of Characters
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At the heart of this epic saga lie four families, each grappling with their own
aspirations and destinies:

= The Julii: Led by the charismatic Gaius Julius Caesar, a brilliant
military commander and ambitious politician determined to reshape
Roman history.

=  The Pompeii: A wealthy and influential clan, headed by Gnaeus
Pompey Magnus, a formidable general who becomes Caesar's rival for
control of Rome.

= The Cicerones: A family of eloquent orators, represented by Marcus
Tullius Cicero, a renowned statesman and defender of the Republic.

= The Crassi: A ruthless and acquisitive family, led by Marcus Licinius
Crassus, a wealthy and influential financier who seeks to expand his
fortune through conquest.

A Kaleidoscope of Events

As the novel unfolds, we witness the intricate web of alliances, betrayals,
and military campaigns that shape the fate of Rome. Through McCullough's
vivid prose, we experience pivotal moments in Roman history firsthand:

= The rise of Julius Caesar, from his early military victories to his
audacious crossing of the Rubicon.

= The rivalry between Caesar and Pompey, which culminates in a bloody
civil war that tears Rome apart.

= The assassination of Caesar and the ensuing struggle for power
between his supporters and opponents.



= The establishment of the Roman Empire under Augustus, Caesar's
adopted son.

Themes of Power, Ambition, and Fate

Beyond the captivating plot and characters, Fortune's Favorites explores
timeless themes that resonate with readers today:

= The nature of power: How does it corrupt and shape those who
possess it?

= The dangers of ambition: \What drives individuals to pursue power at
any cost?

= The role of fate in human affairs: Do individuals control their own
destiny, or are they subject to external forces?

A Masterpiece of Historical Fiction

With its rich characters, gripping plot, and insightful exploration of timeless
themes, Fortune's Favorites: Masters of Rome stands as a masterpiece of
historical fiction. Colleen McCullough skillfully brings to life the vibrant and
tumultuous world of ancient Rome, offering readers an unforgettable
journey through one of history's most captivating eras.

Whether you're a seasoned reader of historical fiction or simply seeking an
immersive and thought-provoking read, Fortune's Favorites: Masters of
Rome is a novel that will enthrall and linger in your mind long after you
finish the final page.
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