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Mahjong, an enthralling game steeped in Chinese tradition and strategy,
has captivated players for centuries. With its intricate tiles and complex
gameplay, it may seem like a daunting pursuit for beginners. However, this
comprehensive guide aims to demystify Mahjong and equip you with the
knowledge and skills to become proficient in just 20 minutes. So, gather
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your friends or family, prepare your playing surface, and let us embark on
this exciting Mahjong journey together.

Understanding the Tiles

The foundation of Mahjong lies in its 144 tiles, each adorned with unique
symbols and colors. These tiles are categorized into three main suits:

1. Dots (1-9): Represented by circles, these tiles come in three different
colors - red, green, and blue.

2. Bamboo (1-9): Depicted by bamboo stalks, these tiles also come in
three colors - red, green, and blue.

3. Characters (1-9): Featuring Chinese characters, these tiles come in
black and red.

In addition to the three suits, there are four special types of tiles:

Honor Tiles: Consisting of four Winds (East, South, West, North) and
three Dragons (Red, Green, White),these tiles hold special significance
in the game.

Flower Tiles: These tiles depict flowers and are used in some
variations of Mahjong.

Season Tiles: Similar to Flower Tiles, Season Tiles represent different
seasons and are also used in certain variations of the game.

Setting Up the Game

To begin a game of Mahjong, four players sit around a square table. Each
player is dealt 13 tiles, with one player receiving 14 tiles to act as the



"dealer." The remaining tiles are placed face down in the middle of the table
to form the "wall."

Gameplay

The goal of Mahjong is to be the first player to assemble a winning hand,
which consists of 14 tiles arranged in specific combinations called "melds."
Melds can be either sets, runs, or pairs, and there are specific rules for
each type:

Sets: A set consists of three or four tiles of the same number and suit.

Runs: A run consists of three or more consecutive tiles of the same
suit.

Pairs: A pair consists of two identical tiles.

The game proceeds by players taking turns drawing and discarding tiles.
Players draw a tile from either the wall or the discard pile of the player to
their left. If the drawn tile can be used to form a meld with the player's
existing tiles, they can declare the meld and place it face up on the table.
Once a meld is declared, it cannot be changed.

Scoring

When a player completes a winning hand, they score points based on the
types of melds they have assembled and any special tiles they have
collected. The scoring system can vary depending on the variation of
Mahjong being played, but generally, sets and runs are worth more points
than pairs. Honor Tiles and special tiles also carry additional points.

Tips for Beginners



1. Pay attention to the tiles your opponents are discarding: This will
give you clues as to the tiles they may be needing or trying to collect.

2. Focus on completing concealed melds: Concealed melds are worth
more points than exposed melds, so try to keep your melds hidden
from your opponents.

3. Don't be afraid to discard tiles: Sometimes, you may need to discard
tiles to prevent your opponents from completing their hands. It's
important to strategically discard tiles that you don't need while
blocking your opponents' potential melds.

4. Practice, practice, practice: The key to becoming proficient at
Mahjong is practice. The more you play, the better you will become at
recognizing patterns, predicting your opponents' moves, and
developing winning strategies.

Embarking on the journey of Mahjong can be an incredibly rewarding
experience. With its blend of strategy, luck, and social interaction, Mahjong
offers endless hours of entertainment. Remember, becoming proficient
takes time and practice, but with the guidance provided in this
comprehensive guide, you will be well on your way to mastering the art of
Mahjong in just 20 minutes. So, gather your friends, set up the tiles, and let
the excitement of Mahjong unfold.
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