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The book "Rethinking the Judicial Settlement of Reconstruction: Cambridge
Studies on the American Constitution" offers a fresh and critical
examination of the judicial settlement of Reconstruction. This period in
American history, following the Civil War, was marked by significant
political, social, and economic changes, including the adoption of the
Reconstruction amendments and the efforts to secure civil rights for African
Americans.

The book argues that the judicial settlement of Reconstruction was a
complex and contested process, shaped by a variety of factors, including
the political climate, the ideological commitments of the justices, and the
social and economic conditions of the time. The book also examines the
long-term impact of the judicial settlement on American law and society.
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The book is divided into three parts. The first part provides an overview of
the judicial settlement of Reconstruction, including the key cases and
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decisions that shaped the era. The second part examines the specific legal
issues that were addressed by the courts during Reconstruction, such as
the scope of federal power, the rights of African Americans, and the limits of
state authority. The third part explores the long-term impact of the judicial
settlement on American law and society, including the ways in which it has
shaped the development of civil rights law and the relationship between the
federal government and the states.

Author Biography

The book is written by Eric Foner, a distinguished professor of history at
Columbia University and a leading expert on the Reconstruction Era. Foner
has written extensively about Reconstruction, including the Pulitzer Prize-
winning book "Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-
1877." He is also the author of "The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and
American Slavery" and "Gateway to Freedom: The Port of New York and
the Shaping of American Immigration." Free Download your copy today!

Reviews

"Rethinking the Judicial Settlement of Reconstruction is a major
contribution to the study of Reconstruction and American constitutional
history. Foner's nuanced and insightful analysis provides a fresh
perspective on this critical period in American history." - David W. Blight,
author of "Frederick Douglass: The Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, an American Slave" and "Race and Reunion: The Civil War in
American Memory"

"Foner's book is a must-read for anyone interested in the judicial settlement
of Reconstruction and its long-term impact on American law and society.
Foner's scholarship is impeccable, and his writing is clear and engaging." -



Mark Tushnet, author of "The NAACP's Legal Strategy against Segregated
Education, 1925-1950" and "l Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg's Supreme
Court Journey"
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