
The Rise and Ruin of America's Most Powerful
Trial Lawyer
Johnnie Cochran Jr.: A Life of Triumph and Tragedy

Johnnie Cochran Jr. was born in Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1937. He was
the son of a sharecropper and a schoolteacher. Cochran grew up in
poverty, but he was a bright and ambitious child. He attended UCLA on a
basketball scholarship and then went on to earn a law degree from Loyola
Law School.
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After graduating from law school, Cochran worked as a public defender in
Los Angeles. He quickly gained a reputation as a skilled trial lawyer, and he
soon began to represent high-profile clients. In 1995, Cochran defended
O.J. Simpson in the murder trial of his ex-wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, and
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her friend, Ronald Goldman. Simpson was acquitted, and Cochran became
a national celebrity.

Cochran's success in the O.J. Simpson trial made him one of the most
sought-after trial lawyers in the country. He represented a wide range of
clients, including celebrities, politicians, and athletes. Cochran also became
a vocal advocate for civil rights and police reform.

However, Cochran's career was also marked by scandal and controversy.
In 2003, he was disbarred from practicing law in California for six months
after being found guilty of misconduct. Cochran was also accused of sexual
harassment and of using his influence to benefit his clients.

Despite the scandals, Cochran remained a popular figure until his death in
2005. He was known for his charisma, his eloquence, and his commitment
to justice. Cochran's legacy is complex and controversial, but he is widely
regarded as one of the most successful and influential trial lawyers in
American history.

The Cochran Firm: A Legacy of Success

Johnnie Cochran founded the Cochran Firm in 1966. The firm quickly grew
into one of the most successful law firms in the country. The Cochran Firm
has represented a wide range of clients, including celebrities, politicians,
and athletes. The firm has also been involved in a number of high-profile
cases, including the O.J. Simpson murder trial and the Rodney King civil
rights case.

The Cochran Firm has a reputation for aggressive litigation and for winning
large settlements for its clients. The firm has also been praised for its



commitment to diversity and inclusion. The Cochran Firm is one of the
largest minority-owned law firms in the United States.

The Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. Foundation: A Commitment to Justice

The Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. Foundation was founded in 2006. The
foundation's mission is to provide support to organizations that are working
to promote justice and equality. The foundation has provided funding to a
variety of organizations, including the National Urban League, the NAACP,
and the American Civil Liberties Union.

The Johnnie L. Cochran Jr. Foundation is a fitting legacy to a man who
dedicated his life to fighting for justice. The foundation is helping to ensure
that Cochran's legacy will continue to make a difference in the world.

Johnnie Cochran Jr. was a complex and controversial figure. He was a
brilliant trial lawyer who won some of the most high-profile cases in
American history. He was also a vocal advocate for civil rights and police
reform. However, Cochran's career was also marked by scandal and
controversy.

Despite the scandals, Cochran remained a popular figure until his death in
2005. He is widely regarded as one of the most successful and influential
trial lawyers in American history. Cochran's legacy is complex and
controversial, but his commitment to justice is undeniable.
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