
Unmasking the Aftermath: Donald Trump and
the Unmaking of the Iran Nuclear Deal
Prelude to the Unraveling

The Iran nuclear deal, formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA),was a landmark diplomatic achievement reached in 2015
between Iran and the P5+1 countries (the United States, the United
Kingdom, France, China, Russia, and Germany). The agreement aimed to
prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons by placing strict limits on its
nuclear program while providing Iran with sanctions relief.

The deal was hailed as a major success at the time, with many experts
believing it had effectively foreclosed Iran's nuclear weapons ambitions.
However, the election of Donald Trump as president of the United States in
2016 cast a shadow over the future of the JCPOA.
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Trump's Hostile Stance

Trump had long been a critic of the Iran nuclear deal, calling it "the worst
deal ever negotiated" and vowing to "terminate" it. Upon taking office,
Trump escalated tensions with Iran by withdrawing the United States from
the JCPOA in May 2018 and reimposing sanctions on the country.

The Trump administration argued that the JCPOA was not effective in
preventing Iran from developing nuclear weapons and that it did not
address Iran's other destabilizing activities in the region, such as its support
for terrorism. However, critics of the withdrawal argued that it would
undermine American credibility and make it more difficult to negotiate with
Iran in the future.

The Aftermath and Escalation

The withdrawal of the United States from the JCPOA had a number of
significant consequences. First, it led to a sharp increase in tensions
between the United States and Iran. The two countries came close to war
on several occasions, most notably in 2019 when the United States
assassinated Iranian general Qasem Soleimani.

Second, the withdrawal of the United States from the JCPOA made it much
more difficult to prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons. Iran began
to expand its nuclear program in response to the reimposition of sanctions,
and by 2021, it was estimated to have enough enriched uranium to produce
a nuclear weapon within a few months.

Third, the withdrawal of the United States from the JCPOA undermined
American credibility and made it more difficult to negotiate with other
countries on nuclear issues. Many countries criticized the Trump



administration for abandoning the JCPOA and worried that it would set a
precedent for future nuclear agreements.

The withdrawal of the United States from the Iran nuclear deal was a major
turning point in US-Iran relations. It led to a sharp increase in tensions
between the two countries, made it much more difficult to prevent Iran from
developing nuclear weapons, and undermined American credibility. The full
consequences of the withdrawal are still being felt today, and it is unclear
how the Biden administration will approach the issue moving forward.

For a more in-depth analysis of the Trump administration's decision to
withdraw from the Iran nuclear deal and its consequences, see the book
Donald Trump and the Unmaking of the Iran Nuclear Deal by [author's
name].
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